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were to see other great cases, but these served only to confirm
rather than to enhance the outstanding reputation which he had
now earned. It was clear that if, as seemed probable, a Liberal
Government came into power at the next election and Rufus
Isaacs was by then a member of the House of Commons, he
would from the outset be a serious candidate, even in competition
with such tried stalwarts as Lawson Walton and Robson, for
appointment as a Law Officer, to whom in due course all the
highest legal appointments are open. But circumstances pre-
scribed that his entry into Parliament was not to be delayed until
the General Election.

After the Whitaker Wright case briefs marked with increasingly
substantial fees came pouring in $ among them another trade
union case of great moment to the miners, Howden v. the York-
shire Miners' Association, and a very heavy commercial action,
Lake George Gold Mines, Ltd., v. Gibbs, Bright & Company, in
which that eminent City firm were accused of negligence and
fraudulent misrepresentation in connection with the sale of the
Commodore Vanderbilt and the Koh-i-Noor Copper Mines in
Australia.

The case for the plaintiff company, which was in liquidation,
turned largely on the voluminous correspondence, Sir Edward
Clarke striving in an opening speech which lasted for three and
a half days to show that the reports on which the publicity in
regard to the mines had been based were dishonest, or at least
unreliable, and that the defendants had really been interested in
making profits, not from the mines for the shareholders, but out
of Stock Exchange flotations and other operations for themselves.

But after Rufus Isaacs had cross-examined the plaintiff's
witnesses the judge withdrew the charge of fraud from the jury,
and after he had addressed them on the charge of negligence
they intimated that they wished to hear no more and were thus
spared any extension of the period of eight days which the hearing
had already occupied.

With these and similar cases Rufus Isaacs was kept working
at immense pressure throughout the spring and summer of 1904,
until he was eagerly awaiting the arrival of the Long Vacation
with its promise of a respite from toil and a much needed cure.

But before release came he was suddenly confronted with the
necessity for making still further intensive demands upon his
strength by contesting a by-election at Reading.

Earlier in the year Rufus Isaacs had been informed that Mr.
George William Palmer, head of the world-famous biscuit con-
cern, who had been Liberal member for that constituency from
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